6.30pm Easter Praise

First Reading

N.I.V.

Isaiah 43: 1 – 21

But now, this is what the Lord says – he who created you,
Jacob, he who formed you, Israel: ‘Do not fear, for I have
redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are
mine. 2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with
you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not
sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will
not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. 3 For I
am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your
Saviour; I give Egypt for your ransom, Cush and Seba in
your stead. 4 Since you are precious and honoured in my
sight, and because I love you, I will give people in
exchange for you, nations in exchange for your life. 5 Do
not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children
from the east and gather you from the west.
6
I will say to the north, “Give them up!” and to the south,
“Do not hold them back.” Bring my sons from afar and my
daughters from the ends of the earth – 7 everyone who is
called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I
formed and made.’ 8 Lead out those who have eyes but are
blind, who have ears but are deaf. 9 All the nations gather
together and the peoples assemble. Which of their gods
foretold this and proclaimed to us the former things?
Let them bring in their witnesses to prove they were right,
so that others may hear and say, ‘It is true.’ 10 ‘You are my
witnesses,’ declares the Lord, ‘and my servant whom I
have chosen, so that you may know and believe me and
understand that I am he. Before me no god was formed,
nor will there be one after me. 11 I, even I, am the Lord,
and apart from me there is no saviour. 12 I have revealed
and saved and proclaimed – I, and not some foreign god
among you. You are my witnesses,’ declares the Lord,
‘that I am God. 13 Yes, and from ancient days I am he. No
one can deliver out of my hand. When I act, who can
reverse it?’ 14 This is what the Lord says – your Redeemer,
the Holy One of Israel: ‘For your sake I will send to
Babylon and bring down as fugitives all the Babylonians,
in the ships in which they took pride. 15 I am the Lord,
your Holy One, Israel’s Creator, your King.’ 16 This is
what the Lord says – he who made a way through the sea,
a path through the mighty waters, 17 who drew out the
chariots and horses, the army and reinforcements together,
and they lay there, never to rise again, extinguished,
snuffed out like a wick: 18 ‘Forget the former things; do
not dwell on the past. 19 See, I am doing a new thing! Now
it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way
in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland. 20 The wild
animals honour me, the jackals and the owls, because I
provide water in the wilderness and streams in the
wasteland, to give drink to my people, my chosen, 21 the
people I formed for myself that they may proclaim my
praise.
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Easter Eggs-travaganza
There will be an Easter Egg Hunt following Sunday
morning’s Family Communion Service. There will also be
hot cross buns for everyone with the tea and coffee after
the service.

6.30pm Easter Praise

Second Reading

N.I.V.

1 Corinthians 15: 1 – 11

1

Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the
gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which
you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved,
if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you.
Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 3 For what I
received I passed on to you as of first importance: that
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that
he was buried, that he was raised on the third day
according to the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to
Cephas, and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared
to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the
same time, most of whom are still living, though some
have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to
all the apostles, 8 and last of all he appeared to me also, as
to one abnormally born. 9 For I am the least of the apostles
and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I
persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God
I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect.
No, I worked harder than all of them – yet not I, but the
grace of God that was with me. 11 Whether, then, it is I or
they, this is what we preach, and this is what you believed.

A Prayer for Ukraine
God of peace and justice, we pray for the people of
Ukraine today. We pray for peace and the laying down of
weapons. We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow,
that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them. We
pray for those with power over war or peace, for wisdom,
discernment and compassion to guide their decisions.
Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk
and in fear, that you would hold and protect them. We pray
in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Amen.

Tea and Cake
A new group has started up at The Church of The Holy
Spirit, Southway. It is open for anyone to come along for
a cup of tea, a slice of cake and a chat, especially if you
have been feeling a bit isolated due to Covid recently. The
group meets from 2pm – 4pm on the first Thursday of the
month. However there is not one in May as it will be
Polling Day.

Rainbows and Brownies
Come and join us at The Church of The Holy Spirit Hall
on Fridays during school term time.
Rainbows (age 4 – 6) 4.30pm – 5.30pm
Brownies (age 7 – 10) 5.40pm – 7.10pm
The leader contact details for both groups is Pennie
Winchester – Mobile 078377421176.
To register online, find the link to Young Member Enquiry
at https://devonguides.org.uk

Annual Revision of Electoral Roll
Following the Annual Meeting, the Electoral Roll is now
open again for new applications and amendments.

